History of Art 546

Classic Film Theories
Hayes Hall 220
M,W, 3:30-5:18pm, Fall 2005
Ron Green,  Professor

Office, 126 Hayes; Office Hours: T/W,  2:30-3pm

Phone, 688-8193 (w); 421-2131 (home answer machine)

email:  green.31@osu.edu
Professor’s website, with syllabuses:  http://www.history-of-art.ohio-state.edu/pages/faculty/RG/RG_home.html
OSU film studies website, with 2003-2004 OSU film studies course listings: http://osu.edu/film-studies 
Course Description:  A survey of historically important theories of cinema.

Objectives:  1. To read and discuss classical theories of cinema; 2. to develop a set of ideas and vocabulary about cinema; 3. to develop the foundations for critical skills relating to cinema; 4. to discuss and write about the cinema; 5. to practice analytical approaches to cinema.

Grading:  Grades will be based on three exams of equal weight, plus class participation. Each exam will count 30% toward the student’s final grade; class participation will count 10%.
Texts:  The required text below is available at SBX.

Braudy and Cohen, Film Theory and Criticism, 5th Ed., Oxford.

Simple suggestions for reading, study, exam preparation, and class discussion:
1. Read only when you can concentrate.  If you can’t, take a nap or do a workout or something that will allow you to concentrate later.

2. Read with a pencil.  Mark all the main points of the essay with a check mark (or whatever) and mark important points you challenge or don’t understand with a question mark.

3. From the main points you’ve marked, pick the three most important ones.  This selection will probably tell you what the essay is about.  This may not be a matter of getting the right three points; people read in different ways and have different interests.  You do need to be able to explain your choices.

4. Summarize in one of two sentences what the essay is about; this will be the basis for writing your exams.

5. Get the most important questions you’ve marked cleared up in class discussion.  Asking questions about and stating disagreements with the essay will help class discussion and speed the learning process for everyone.  People will be grateful you asked.  Asking questions is smart.  Dealing with a question in public also makes the issue hard to forget; it becomes part of your experience in a way that it doesn’t with reading.

	DATE
	READINGS
	SCREENINGS
	WORK DUE

	Sept 24
	Basic Terms and Methods
	Early cinema 1896-1907
	

	Sept 29
	Braudy & Cohen 401-407 (Munsterberg 1915)
	Judith of Bethulia 1914 DW Griffith
	

	Oct 1
	B&C 9-14; 15-24 (Pudovkin1926; Eisenstein 1929) 
	Clips, Intolerance 1916 Griffith

47 Ronin 1941 Mizoguchi

Man with a Movie Camera 1929 Dziga Vertov

Zvenigora 1928 Dovzhenko

Fall of the House of Usher 1928 Epstein
	

	Oct 6
	B&C 25-42 (Eisenstein 1929)
	Clips, Battleship Potemkin 1925 

Strike 1925

October 1928 (all Eisenstein)
	

	Oct 8
	B&C 360-362; 212-215; 312-321 (Eisenstein, Pudovkin, Alexandrov 1928; Arnheim 1933)
	Clips, The Pilgrim 1922 Chaplin

The Docks of NY 1928 Sternberg
	

	Oct 13
	B&C 279-292; 426-434 (Panofsky 1934; Eisenstein 1942)
	The Great Train Robbery Edwin S. Porter 1903

After Many Years 1908 Griffith
	Mid-Term Exam

	Oct 15
	B&C 304-311 (Balasz 1945)
	Clips, Broken Blossoms 1919 Griffith

Joyless Street 1925 Pabst, Asta Nielsen

Joan of Arc 1928 Dreyer
	

	Oct 20
	
	Bicycle Thieves 1948 90 mns.
	

	Oct 22
	
	Miracle in Milan 1950 95mns.
	

	Oct 27
	
	Umberto D 1952 89 mns.
	

	Oct 29
	B&C 195-211 (Bazin 1946; 1953)
	DeSica
	

	Nov 3
	B&C 183-194 (Kracauer 1947)
	Cabinet of Dr. Caligari 1919 Wiene
	

	Nov 5
	B&C 408-418 (Bazin, 1951)
	Clips, Nosferatu 1922 Murnau

Nibelungen 1924 Lang

Les Parents Terrible 1948 Cocteau

Hamlet  1948 Olivier

Alexander Nevsky 1938 Eisenstein
	

	Nov 10
	B&C 43-56 (Bazin 1950-55)
	Clips, Citizen Kane 1941 Welles

Rules of the Game 1939 Renoir
	Mid-Term Exam

	Nov 12
	B&C 654-667 (Warshow 1954)
	Clips, Scarface 1932 Hawks
The Virginian 1929 Fleming
	

	Nov 17
	B&C 293-303 (Kracauer 1960)
	Clips, Earth 1930 Dovzhenko

Umberto D 1952 DeSica

October 1928 Eisenstein
	

	Nov 19
	B&C 509-518 (Sarris 1962)
	Clips, Ophuls; Mizoguchi; Hitchcock; Ford; Rossellini;

Stroheim; Buñuel; Bresson; Hawks; Flaherty; Vigo
	

	Nov 24
	B&C 519-535 (Wollen 1972)
	Clips, Only Angels Have Wings 1939, Air Force 1943, Rio Bravo 1959, Red Line 7000 1965, all Hawks

Remedial Reading Comprehension 1970 Landow
	

	Nov 26
	B&C 216-227 (Deren 1960)
	Meshes of the Afternoon 1943 and other clips from Deren
	

	Dec 1
	B&C 228-234 (Brakhage 1963)
	Anticipation of the Night 1958 and other clips from Brakhage
	

	Dec 3
	B&C 731-751 (Benjamin 1935)
	
	

	Dec 8
	FINAL EXAM
	
	FINAL EXAM


N.b.:    

No incompletes in this course.
Film viewings subject to change; students are responsible for daily viewings whether the films appear on the syllabus or not.
NO MAKEUP EXAMS will be given in this course!  If you miss an exam, you need a doctor's excuse, a genuine life-and-death emergency, or you need to clear it with Professor Green ahead of time.

Students with disabilities:  Any student who feels that s/he may need an accommodation based on the impact of a disability should contact me to discuss your specific needs.  I rely on the Office of Disability Services to verify the need for accommodation and to help develop accommodation strategies.  Students with disabilities who have not previously contacted the Office of Disability Services are encouraged to do so, by looking at their website (http://www.ods.ohio-state.edu) and calling them for an appointment.

Academic misconduct:  OSU professors are required by their contracts to report suspected cases of academic misconduct  to the Committee on Academic Misconduct.  (The University’s rules on academic misconduct can be found on the web at http://acs.ohio-state.edu/offices/oaa/procedures/1.0.html)  The most common form of misconduct is plagiarism.  Remember that any time you use the ideas or the statements of someone else, you must acknowledge that source in a citation.  This includes material that you found on the web.  The University provides guidelines for research on the web at http://gateway.lib.ohio-state.edu/tutor.
